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To choose a pontiff " altogether null and
Inept in things spiritual" has been called a
grotesque incongruity on the part of Cardinals
lately vociferating the need of reform. But
John was acknowledged by all the States which
had owned Alexander V. Several months after
his election he entered Rome (April, 1411)
with his French ally, Louis of Anjou, at his
side, the latter being now this Pope's candidate
for Naples, and bent on its conquest. But
though Louis gained the victory of Rocca
Secca, it profited him nothing. Ladislaus
kept his crown; John made peace with him*
Gregory XII., at Rimini, found a champion in
the one honourable and thoroughly Christian
prince of this decadent age, Carlo Malatesta.
And now, at length, a clear field was dis-
covered on which to end the Schism. On
July 21, 1411, Sigismund of Hungary, brother
to the deposed Wenceslaus, became by the
electors' unanimous vote King of the Romans.
He allowed, and the Empire allowed with
him, John's ostensible claim to the Papacy.
But he determined that Christendom should
meet in council; he fixed on the city of
Constance; and John, who foresaw what
would happen to such a pontiff as himself
when brought to judgment, gave his unwilling
adhegjpn.